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From Over the Hill 


—By Ed W1EJ 


Wow, March already. We have sprung forward, 
St Patrick’s day is next and then Easter, even tax 
season is in full swing. More important though is 
Hamfest season, starting with Loomis then 
VOMARC. By the time you read this next week, 
those of us who went to Loomis will be using our 
new stuff, stashing it away, or perhaps planning 
to sell it at our own Hamfest on April 27. Me, | 
usually fall into the stash it away column; then, 
about a year later when | am looking for 
something else, | will discover that gadget and 
maybe even put it to use. 


It is not too early to start preparing and planning 
for the VOMARC Hamfest scheduled for 
Saturday April 27". Figure out what you want to 
sell, what job you will volunteer for, and what 
treasure you might find. Our April club meeting 
will of course focus on the Hamfest. If you are on 
another club’s net or at their meeting, promote 
our Hamfest. | plan to hand out fliers at the 
Loomis event. Any other publicity ideas are 
welcome. 


The next meeting will be in person at the 
Sonoma Police Department meeting room on 
March 20, 2023, 7:30 PM with an option to 
attend via ZOOM. The program “How Many 
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Engineers Does it Take to Change a Lightbulb” 
will be presented by Brian Torr N6IIY. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, March 20, 2024 at 7:30 PM 
Meeting Room of the Sonoma Police 
Department, 176 First St W, Sonoma 
Topic: How Many Engineers Does it Take to 
Change a Lightbulb 
Presenter: Brian Torr N6ILY 


Minutes of - February 21, 
2024 Meeting 


ATTENDANCE: Members Online: K6ZMF (Jack), 
KB6CLV (Simon), N7PIB (Sanford), KM6URP 
(Kathy), KEGSM (Mark), N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD 
(Kevin), KASWSS (Robert), WA6VAG (Chuck), 
Galaxy Tablet, Steve 

In Person: W1EJ (Ed), KG6QNT (Eileen), KD6FIL 
(Dave), W8EWL (John), NJ6E (Stan), KH6GJV 
(Bill), AA6PP (Antonis), N6TTV (Carl), WD6BOR 
(Darrel), WB6TMH (Mike) 


Guest: Online: W6NBC (John, Presenter) 
In Person: KN6DOM (Wendy), AE6SF (Fred) 


MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 1930 


Introductions. 


ADOPT MEETING MINUTES as published in 
newsletter? Motion made and seconded- 
Minutes approved as written. 


OFFICER REPORTS 


NEWSLETTER- Eileen, KG6QNT- Send you your 
news letter items. Pictures are great. Be sure to 
include a caption for the photo. 


ACS — Moe, KI6JNU- KD6FIL Reporting: ACS was 
activated over the weekend of February 17 thru 
19 for communication assistance during the 
storms. ACS volunteers were stationed at the 
EOC, at Windsor Fire (Station 1), Guerneville Fire 
(Station 9) and Bodega Bay Fire (Station 10). 
There is an ACS level one training scheduled for 
April 6. Contact KI6MSP if you are interested in 
taking the training. 


VE LIASON- Elizabeth, N6LY. One person passed 
their test at the test session in January. The next 
test session will be at the Hamfest on April 27. 


RADIO OFFICER- Mike, WB6TMH- Working on 
the club inventory. 


TRUSTEE- Darrel, WD6BOR- The DMR repeater 
is down and waiting for KD6RC to stop by and 
get it going again. 


SECRETARY/TREASURER- Dave, KD6FIL- 
$3,578.70 in the bank. Couple of dues checks 
still need to be deposited. 


VICE PRESIDENT- VACANT (no call) 


PRESIDENT- Ed, W1EJ-Correctoin on the Elecraft 
KH: it has 40m thru 15m. 


OLD BUSINESS- Future Meetings? Hamfest is 
coming up on April 27. Need help with 
advertising. There is a Hamfest in Loomis on 
March 16 where we will distribute flyers. 


NEW BUSINESS-? Any suggestions for future 
meeting topics would be appreciated. Dean 
(KIGFFM),the Sonoma High School science 
teacher is planning on cleaning up the Sonoma 
High School Science room before moving to the 


science classroom in the new building. Once a 
date is set the Club will be looking for volunteers 
to lend a hand with the clean up and moving. It 
will be before the end of the school year. 


MEETING TOPIC- Seeking the Optimum (or 
Optimized) Magnetic Loop presented by John 
Portune, W6NBC 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 
— By Elizabeth N6LY 


Our next testing session will be in Conjunction 
with our HAM Fest on Saturday, April 27. 


Come on out and get your license or upgrade 
and check out some good deals on Radio and 
antenna equipment. 


Don't forget to energize before the test with a 
pancake breakfast. 


Sponsor: Valley of the Moon ARC 
When: Saturday, April 27 

Time: 10:00 AM 

Reservations required. 


Contact: Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey (N6LY) 
Email: n6ly.emm@gmail.com 

Location: First Congregational Church of 
Sonoma 

252 West Spain Street, Sonoma CA 95476 


This is a testing session only, we don't 
offer classes or cram sessions. 


If you are testing for a new license, you will be 
required to pay a $35 fee to the FCC, in addition 
to the fee below. Once you pass the test, the 
FCC will send you an email with a link to pay the 
fee. You will need to send in payment in order to 
receive your license and call sign. 


This does not apply to upgrades. 


Candidate Requirements: 
¢ A photo identification or (2) non-photo ID's 
e FCC Registration Number 


¢ Original and a photocopy of your 

current license (if licensed) 

e Any original valid CSCEs and a photocopy of 
each 

e Exam fee is $15.00, Under 18 is $5.00 


Why Test With Us? 

Every candidate who takes an FCC 
examination with VOMARC is entitled to a free 
year of 

membership in the club, regardless of 
whether you pass or not! Each applicant is also 
provided 

with a welcome kit of some helpful 
information on how to get started on their 
Amateur Radio 

adventure. 


On The Air 


e Sanford (N7PIB) has worked at least 3,508 
parks as part of the Parks on the Air (POTA) 
program. 


e = Carl (N6TTV) worked a new country, 
Kaliningrad, while operating the ARRL DX CW 
Contest. He reports that conditions were 
fantastic. Robert (KASWSS) made about 225 
QSOs. He confirmed at least six new countries 
on LOTW, pushing him over 100 countries 

for CW DXCC. 


e Several club members were active during 
the ARRL DX Phone Contest. Joe (N7TSQ) made 
contacts with a number of countries on multiple 
continents. John's (W8EWL) QSOs included a 
station in Morocco on 10M. Conditions were 
also good for Carl (N6TTV) on Saturday though 
conditions worsened by Sunday due to a CME 
event. He made about 48 contacts. Robert 
(KASWSS) made 220 QSOs for 115 band 
countries. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made 72 QSOs in the NA 
QSO Party RTTY Contest. Though he worked all 
three states needed to complete Worked All 


States, none of them have uploaded their 
contacts to LoTW. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
Misc 


The Atlantic recently published a story about the 
"Last Morse Code Station in America", KPH 
(a.k.a. K6KPH) in Point Reyes. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


QSL Card Inbox 


IslaideSan Antres- Colombia 


The Columbian Island of San Andres lies in the 
Caribbean Sea not far from Nicaragua. It’s far 
enough away from Columbia so that it counts as 
a separate DXCC entity. | worked HKO/PY7RP on 
the 10M, 12M and 15M bands using both CW 
and FT8. The FT8 contact was made from my 
home station. 


I’d worked the North Cook Islands in the Pacific 
Ocean a number of times in the past. But the 
E51D DXpedition allowed me to rack up some 
new bands and a new mode. | worked them on 
40M through 10M using both CW and FT8. The 
QSL Card is also interesting given the RIB (Radio 
In a Box) equipment used to remotely control 
the station from a ship offshore. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 28 EDITION 1 


A PUBLICATION OF VOMARC, THE VALLEY OF THE MOON 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 
CAST OF CHARACTERS 
Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — President 

— Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 
Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED W1EJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER ED WIEJ 
OCTOBER JOHN W8EWL 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2024 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


5 


